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December 28, 2009

Dear Wilkes County Citizens and Businesses:

It is hard to believe we just celebrated the end of 2009 at Chamber Banquet and 2010 is here. Your Washington-Wilkes Chamber of Commerce hopes this past year brought you and your business success. 

Enclosed you will find a renewal application for membership, you were gracious enough to support us this past year, and we hope you will support us in 2010. In today's uncertain economic climate the need for an effective and active Chamber of Commerce is vital to the success of our community now more so than years past. Your chamber is working hard to provide your business access to the information and resources while helping to promote equal opportunity for all businesses in Washington-Wilkes. 

Your Washington-Wilkes Chamber of Commerce worked hard in 2009 organizing events such as the Star Student Breakfast, Spring and Fall Chamber After-Hours, Small Business Breakfast, the formation of the Wilkes County Agri-Forestry Council, a revitalized 29th Annual Mule Day, Miss Wilkes County Pageant, the redesign of the WashingtonWilkes.org website and our annual Chamber Awards Banquet. The 2010 agenda will be the most ambitious and proactive in our history, including:

· Introduction of a Chamber Membership Card

· Exclusive Chamber Member discounts at participating local merchants

· 2 five-week SBDC Maximum Impact Workshops open for all Chamber Members 

· Formation of a Washington-Wilkes Young Professionals Network

· A personal visit from a board member to all Chamber members

· Chamber After-Hours, Small Business Breakfasts/Seminars

The Chamber office received the distinguished honor of being recognized as a Regional Welcome Center by the State of Georgia (3rd year in a row). This classification now updates our office to a higher priority for the State of Georgia as well as the entire Classic South region. It allows our office to display and distribute an increased amount of literature, brochures, demographics and business information. The local Chamber office is usually the first stop for individuals looking to relocate or businesses interested in expanding to our area. Your chamber membership includes the publicity of your business at our chamber office and the listing of your business on our website: www.washingtonwilkes.org. In 2009 the number of visitors who signed in at the Welcome Center increased 39% from 2008.  

Let me extend my gratitude and that of the Board of Directors to all who have joined the Chamber or those who will now join. I wish increased health and prosperity to all Wilkes County citizens and expanded business opportunities to aid in the growth of our economy.

As the current President of the Chamber Board of Directors, I urge you to support us and Washington-Wilkes through your continued membership.

Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors
2010 Washington Wilkes Chamber

Board of Directors

Allan Soto – President (Soto Assisted Care Living)

Jenny B. Reville – Vice President (Brown & Brown Forestry/Reville Realty, LLC)

Tammy Bryngelson – Treasurer (Manager – 1st Franklin Financial)

Jane Bundy – Secretary (Individual/Wisteria Hall)

Bruce Fitzgerald (The Sandwich Shop)

Ty Staples (Barry Plastics- formally Pliant Corp.)

Angie Strother (Bee Southern) 
Mark Waters (Individual/Retired)

Michael Wylie (Manager – Ingles)
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